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Whereas, over 400 students expressed to the FairCradesMidd board that they did not 
Feel capable oF receiving the same rank grades at home as they would on Middlebury's 
campus due to a variety oF Factors including, but not limited to, homelessness, lack oF 
broadband internet connectivity, household chores, and caretaking responsibilities 
For younger siblings and at-risk Family members. 

Whereas, the Middlebury administration adjusted the original Opt-in system to 
include an extended Opt-in deadline oF May 8th, a revokal deadline oF May 15th, and a 
transcript note asking employers and grad schools to accept "Pass" as a reasonable 
grade. This is assumed to be the Final version oF the grading policy. 

Whereas, this adjusted Opt-in grading system increases Flexibility For students but 
does not provide those students who are experiencing the inhibiting Factors listed in 
the First 'whereas' clause with the resources needed to create an equitable grading 
system. 

Whereas, proFessors have classroom activities, like Zoom breakout rooms and Canvas 
drop boxes, that necessitate a certain level oF internet access. For students who 
struggle to Find such internet access, there is currently an unclear procedure For 
alternative means oF engaging in classes. ProFessors have directed students to speak 
with their Deans, but Deans are overwhelmed by emails and not all in-need students 
have received responses. 

Therefore be it resolved... 

That, the Student Government Association calls For Middlebury-sanctioned FulFillment 
and support oF all student academic needs including, but not limited to, computer and 
WiFi access by abiding to the Following 'That' clauses. 

That, Middlebury College send an all-school email requiring a student response. This 
email should ask students to report their academic needs and have a similar Format to 
the email sent beFore Spring Break. However, as students are more Familiar with their 



new work environments, they may be able to more accurately pinpoint issues at this 
time. 


That, Middlebury College will have each Commons Dean send an email to their 
respective students regarding detailed information on what the Student Emergency 
Fund is and how to access the fund. 

That, Middlebury College, to the best of its ability, ship loaner computers and other 
required tech equipment to students who indicate need in the all-school email. 

That, Middlebury College send out a second email providing information on 
accessible Wifi connection including the following options. The Student Government 
Association will also distribute this information in a Wifi guide. 

• The Xfinity Wifi HOTSPOTS APP shows an interactive map of free Xfinity Wifi 
hotspots across the United States. A link to the map can also be found here: 
httDs://wifi.xfinitv.com 

• Comcast is offering free internet essentials to low-income households for 60 
days. The regular price of this package is $9.95/month. This deal can be found 
here: https://www.internetessentials.com 

• Cox internet provider is offering low-income families two free months of 
internet connectivity with a charge of $9.95/month after the free period. This 
deal can be found here: 

https://www.cox.com/residential/internet/connect2compete/covid-19-respons 

e.html 

• Through May 15th, 2020 Cox internet provider will offer remote support for 
phone and desktop at no charge. 

• Spectrum internet provider will offer free internet access and Wifi for students 
Pre-K through college who do not already have internet access. Installation 
fees are waived. To access: 

httDs://www.sDectrum.net/suDDort/internet/coronavirus-internet-offer-studen 

That, if remote learning continues past the two-month trial of these deals, 

Middlebury subsidize the Wifi monthly costs for students in need. 

That, the Student Government Association supports the faculty creation of 
alternative, non web-based activities for students who are unable to access enough 
WiFi connection to succeed in Zoom classes and other online activities. These 







alternatives will allow all students to engage in their classes regardless of electronic 
accessibility and should be weighted equally to their web-based counterparts. Ideas 
include: 

• Mailing or emailing in assignments, rather than using Canvas drop-box 

• Creating lesson plans than accommodate calling into Zoom classes (i.e. lessons 
may be enhanced by, but do not require, a visual learning aspect) 

• Showing students how to download Panopto videos so they can be watched 
off-line 

• Offering downloadable notes and/or lecture powerpoints that can be accessed 
outside of Zoom class so that students who are unable to connect do not lose 
information 

• Hiring a student in the class to take notes from Zoom lectures and send them 
to students who are unable to access Zoom classes 

• Having Professors change their electronic readings to PDFs that allow students 
to highlight and use "speech to text" 

• Offering flexible deadlines with the assumption that all students are trying 
their hardest, under a variety of challenging circumstances, to complete work 
in a timely manner 

• Providing a downloadable transcript along with audio and video in order to 
meet the needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing students 

• Ensuring that videos have closed captioning and reviewing whether or not the 
closed captioning is accurate 

That, all Zoom lectures be screen-recorded and uploaded to Canvas given that many 
students, 

especially internationals, have to Zoom into class lectures at very late hours. 

That, students who have to Zoom into their class past 10 PM or before 7 AM (relative 
to their respective time zone) be given increased flexibility with regards to joining 
their classes online and not be penalized by professors for not attending lectures. 

That, faculty consider hiring Teaching Assistants to help them ensure accessibility and 
implementation of these policies; 

That, students who may have been placed on academic probation only be supported 
and not penalized for their performance this semester; 

That, students can not be placed on academic probation for their performance this 
semester; 



That, Faculty members send their respective students provisional grades by May 5th 
so that students may choose whether or not to invoke the Pass/Fail option before the 
May 8 deadline. 

That, the Student Government Association will push to Further allocate resources and 
information on how to support students who are being affected by COVID-19. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mistaya Smith '21.5, Feb Senator 

Roni Lezama '22, Community Council Co-Chair 



